
CABINET
26 July 2018

APPENDIX A

Extract from the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 2 November 2018

60. LAND AT STONE LODGE - DISPOSAL OF LAND FOR 8 FORM ENTRY 
SECONDARY SCHOOL AND UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

This report updated Members on the Secretary of State for the Department of 
Communities and Local Government revised proposals to proceed with the purchase 
of part of the land at Stone Lodge for an 8 form entry secondary school and sought 
authority to agree the revised terms. It also updated Members on the other 
development proposals for the area.

The Chairman noted how the 7.7 acre area that had been identified for the school had 
been raised at the Cabinet Advisory Panel meeting and said that this had been 
assessed as adequate by those who have experience of planning for new schools. 
The Managing Director explained that the area originally requested had been reduced 
from 16.8 to 6 acres, but that 7 acres had been offered, which had then been 
subsequently increased to 7.7 acres to allow for the inclusion of a playing field.

The Chairman noted how the plans for the whole site honoured Cabinet’s commitment 
to reserve 75% of the site for leisure, recreation and community use and said that it 
would provide opportunities to deliver walking and gym trail facilities on the site’s green 
spaces. He also noted the Education & Skills Funding Agency’s (ESFA’s) involvement 
in the process to purchase the land required for the school and said that a Trust had 
already been appointed to run the school.

The Managing Director referred to the challenging September 2020 target opening 
date for the school and said that the associated plans were still be refined to take 
account of the need to avoid an existing public right of way through the proposed area. 
Members also referred to the proposed end 2018 opening date for the rugby facility 
and were advised that this should be achievable as the building had a simple 
construction and would be delivered in a similar way to the new pavilion at Hesketh 
Park.

Members welcomed the delivery of playing field areas at both the rugby facility and 
the school and hoped that arrangements would be put in place to encourage and 
maximise their use.

In response to a question relating to injuries that might be caused by the use of an all-
weather surface on one of the planned rugby pitches, the Managing Director replied 
that the product used would meet the standards specified by the Rugby Football Union 
(RFU).

RESOLVED:



CABINET
26 July 2018

1. That, having considered the Council’s Consultant Valuer’s report in confidential 
Appendix A to the report, no less than 7.7 acres of land at Stone Lodge (as 
shown on the Master Plan at Appendix B to the report) be disposed of to the 
Secretary of State for the Department of Communities and Local Government 
for an 8 form entry secondary school, at potentially less than best consideration, 
on the terms set out in confidential Appendix A to the report.

2. That the Managing Director be granted delegated authority to agree the exact 
size of the land take for the 8 form entry secondary school and, if necessary, 
make amendment(s) to the Master Plan.

3. That the Managing Director, in consultation with the Head of Legal Services, be 
authorised to finalise the Heads of Terms and complete the transaction.

4. That a report on the appropriation of the land at Stone Lodge for planning 
purposes be presented to a future Cabinet meeting.

5. That Members receive a presentation on the development proposals at Stone 
Lodge.

6. That the Managing Director be authorised to submit a hybrid planning 
application for the site, as set out in para 3.17 of the report, comprising an 
outline application for the site as a whole and incorporating a detailed 
application for a rugby club and associated playing pitches.


